Camp RHINO
2020

“You will be known for repairing the broken places and for rebuilding the roads and houses.”
Isaiah 58:12
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We are working from home this summer and fall. We invite and
challenge you to do the same. We will be sharing our experiences
on our website, Facebook, and Instagram.

You can find us at:

o

o

o

http://www.rhinonola.org/

https://www.facebook.com/rhinonola/

https://www.instagram.com/rhinonola/ or @rhinonola

#rebuildhope2020
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Potential Community Service Projects:
• Work at local food bank
• Organize a drive for food bank
• Connect with an organization serving the homeless – Ask
what needs do they have?
o A supply drive or cleaning of facilities?
o Ask what is safe?
• Make masks for those in homeless shelters or in prison.
• Borrow sewing machines. Assembly line – cutters, sewers,
ironers, etc.
• Simple home improvement projects for elderly in community
• Run errands for elder or vulnerable folks
• Help your church get ready to reopen
o Help reorganize sanctuary and classrooms, make signs
(for direction and to welcome people back), set up
hand sanitizer stations
• Support a local favorite restaurant by having each family
order their meal from this particular place. Discuss
hospitality (in God’s story and in our stories).
• If possible, have the church pick up the tab
• Maybe order for elderly or other folks in the congregation

This Bible Study can be done in 2 short sessions or in one longer session. The
purpose of this study is to help students process their experiences in local
service/mission with their faith and walk of discipleship. If this lesson is being done
after a work day, take some time to have each student debrief their experience “highs/lows,” what surprised you?, what did you expect going into today? what was
something new you learned?, etc. If one or both lessons are being used before your
service day/weekend/etc. take some time to teach your students about the
organization(s) you’ll be working with, the specific community challenges they’ll
encounter (homelessness, food insecurity, etc.), and what are the rules and
expectations they’ll need to know going into their work.
“You will be known for repairing the broken places and for rebuilding the roads and houses.”
Isaiah 58:12
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Session 1: Love in Action
Read: Isaiah 58:6-12

In the prophet Isaiah’s time fasting was a specific kind of spiritual
practice that showed one’s devotion to God. In this passage Isaiah is
tying the people’s devotion or love of God to the care and service of
others, particularly those in distressing and oppressive situations.
•

How is loving and serving others also loving God?

•

Can serving others be a form of worship? Why or why not?

•

Why is it important that we recognize needs of other people, especially those who may be
different from us, or have a different experience than us?

•

Talk about the work you are doing or are about to do. Is there any overlap in the people
and situations the prophet Isaiah names the people you are working with/for (or will be
working with/for)?

“You will be known for repairing the broken places and for rebuilding the roads and houses.”
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Session 2: Charity and Justice:
The Two Feet of Love in Action

1. Stand on one foot with your eyes closed.
2. Walk 10 steps on one foot or hop around in a circle.
3. For an extra challenge complete a simple obstacle course on only
one foot.
4. Then complete the same task with both feet.
5. Which was easier? Why?

Love in action has two feet. One is charitable works/service and the other
is social justice. Just as it is difficult for us to move around only using one
foot, it is difficult for us to understand and practice loving others, if our
sole focus is on charity works/service or justice.

“You will be known for repairing the broken places and for rebuilding the roads and houses.”
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Define terms for students:

Charitable Works/Service
• Aid or service given those in need. Often addresses
immediate/urgent/emergency needs - food, shelter, clothing, etc. and
does not necessarily address the root causes for a person’s ongoing
need for help.

Justice
• Fairness, equity; the fair distribution of advantages, assets, and
benefits among all members of a society. Addresses root causes for
social problems, examines societal and cultural structures that
contribute to a person’s ongoing need for help.
• Example: “The Parable of the Babies in the River” or “The Upstream
Solution”
 One sunny day, some villagers were fishing in the river and noticed

a baby floating by them. Alarmed to see such a helpless child
floating in the river, the villagers quickly used their nets to catch the
baby and bring him to safety. The next day 2 more babies were
found floating in the river, and the villagers rescued them as well.
Pretty soon, there were so many babies found floating down the
river, that the village had figured out a sophisticated operation to
rescue the babies. One day, a villager, working the rescue
operation, suddenly stopped what she was doing, and began
walking along the banks of the river upstream. Her fellow villagers
called out to her to come back, as they needed her help to catch the
babies, but she shouted back in reply, “I am helping! I’m going
upriver to see why these babies are ending up in the river in the first
place.”
o Another illustration of this story https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pn2akD5joXM

“You will be known for repairing the broken places and for rebuilding the roads and houses.”
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• What are examples of charity/service and what are examples of

justice?
• Are there examples from the service work you are doing right now?

What might be some of the root cause of the problems you are
seeing from your service work?
• Think of the challenges and issues that your own town/city faces.

What are some “solutions” to these challenges that are “charitable
works” and “justice work” (sometimes these may overlap)?
• Hunger, Homelessness, Unemployment/low wages, Elder persons

living with limited resources, etc.

Read Isaiah 58: 6-12
• What examples of charity/service and acts of justice are lifted in

this passage?
• How does God call us to do both charitable work and justice?
• What are some next steps you might take as an individual or as

church/youth group in both areas of charity/service and justice?
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•

•

•

http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/general/tt_ch
arity_and_justice.pdf
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/general/tt_ch
arity_and_justice_problems.pdf
https://www.tolerance.org/classroomresources/tolerance-lessons/charity-and-justice-whatsthe-difference
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